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Case studies

of

political opinions

passed off

as

science and math

Serge Lang

“In this fascinating presentation, Serge Lang discusses his nationally publicized battle
against what he sees as quantitative verbiage used by some people in the social sciences
to pass off political opinions as science. The central part of the lecture focuses on
some works of Samuel Huntington, a well-known political scientist who was rejected by
the National Academy of Sciences, partly as a result of Lang’s campaign against him.
Lang documents how Huntington and other authors not only misused what some people
call mathematics by assigning numerical values to various social phenomena (such as a
“frustration index” for a society), but also misrepresented historical facts. Never one
to shy away from controversy over causes he believes in, Lang devoted a great deal
of time and energy into what he sees as a crucial fight for standards and integrity in
academia. His story raises challenging questions about the standards that scholars set
for themselves, their institutions, and their colleagues.”— 60 min

Friday April 24th, 2009

7:30pm in Classroom Building 118

For more information see: www.ms.uky.edu/~movies


